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St. Paul, Minn. v

Dear Sir:-
Myself and D, A. MeLarty of Granite Falls, were attorneys in

1885 for one Mrs Purvis who was indicted for murder. The murder consist-

gd in poisoning her husbands 8he was convieted of murder in the second
degree and sentenced for life in December of that year. She has there-
fore now served nearly eight years. There weré peculiar circumstances

coneerning the case whieh ecould not properly be brought before the court
at that time as a defense, but which in my judgment would be proper for

you to consider in ‘the applieation for the pardoh whieh I am informed to-

day has been made through her friends and some of the citizens of Gran- %
ite Falls. I can ‘only briefly say here that I investigated the thing
very thoroughly at ‘the time and became &atisfiedibayﬁﬂﬁ the possibibility
of & doubt that she was urged into the matter by one Howard, who went

even so far as to arrange all the details of the erime himaaif, but the
evidence unfortunately was of such a character that it only pointed toward
Mrs §urvis. I laid igzlgztier before the County Attorney at the time,
who is now Judge Powers, and sought to have Howard indicted and punished
as well as Mrs Purvis. The only trouble was that as I said before, what
evidence could be obtained only pointed toward her, so that it was so far
as prosecution was concerned to have been solely upon her evidence as an
aeeomplice, which as you are aware would not be sufficient to conviet, and
Mre éwwers, as 1 think now and thought then, very properly declined to at-
tempt e prosecution of Howard. I explained the matter fully ta#ﬁﬁgﬁr?wa

who was then presiding judge, and he agreed with Mr. Powers that there
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would not be sufficient evidence to convict Howard. He also said to me

that a proper showing of those facts after Mrs Purvis had remained in pri 8
on a reasonable length of time, would be proper to bring forward in sup- 7
rort of an applieation for pardon, and if he were then presiding he would
render what help mizsht seem to be proper, I knew Mrs Purvig some time
before the crime was committed, and also have taken pains from time to

time to inquire of the prison authorities as to her conduet in prisen, and
1 have always known her to be, with this exeeption, exemplary in her con-
duet as a citizen both before and sinece in prisen, and I am sure that the
ends and 2ims of justice have been met by her punishment and that soci-

ety will be p@rfactly safﬁ 1f she is ralaaaad, whlah i think aught to be

done and let her spend the balance of her days with her two sons, who at
the time she was sentenced wers about five and seven years old respective-
ly, as 1 remember.

If you desire any further or more minute information than 1 have
here given and if you will indicate that you so desire, I will ecome to St.
Pavul and confer with you in the matter.

Yours very truly,



HENRY WOLFER, WARDEN.
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State Board of Pardons,

State itol, 8t.Pavl, Minn.,

om yrs. Sara ¢. Purbis
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than Jan. 4, 1898, and be it further

eave the state not later
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RESOLVED: That the warden is
of this

heréby instructed to forward a
resolution to the State Board of Pardons.

Respoctfully su




